
Varsity MAR 2010     ISSUE 114

Varsity’s Choice   

VarsityMAR 2010     ISSUE 114

varsity’s choice

57

SKATEBOARDING

Skateboarding is becoming 
“handier” than ever – you 
can do it anywhere, all you 

need is two fingers.
With four wheels screwed onto 

a slender deck, finger skateboards 
look just the same as traditional 
skateboards, except that they are 
smaller – tinier than a correction pen. 
And instead of standing with their feet 
on the skateboard, players perform 
tricks with only two fingers. 

To control a finger skateboard, 
place your forefinger and middle 
finger on the centre and the end of 
the deck respectively. You can flip the 
skateboard by pressing gently on the 
end of the deck. 

One of the cool things about 
finger skateboarding is you can play it 
anywhere. As it is tiny, you can put it 
in your pocket, play a few tricks with 
it while you are working in the office 
or cramming exam notes for hours on 
end. As long as there is a hard surface, 
you can turn any place into your 
playing field.

Finger skateboarding also saves 
players from the many bruises and 
wounds they would probably get when 
practising real skateboarding. First-

time players can enjoy the excitement of 
painless skateboarding. Skateboarding 
enthusiasts can design and practise new 
tricks before taking them to the field. 

Easy as finger skateboarding sounds, 
speedy movement and a high degree of 
coordination of the fingers are needed 
before players can advance to higher 
level tricks.

It is recommended that new players 
start off by flipping the finger skateboard 
across small objects such as an eraser. 
Keep practising till you can flip the 
skateboard across obstacles smoothly.

After that, you can try the basic 
skills of traditional skateboarding, most 
of which are tricks that involve flipping 
of varying complexity. The more 
common ones include the Ollie Trick 
where you press the end of the deck with 

your middle finger and which should 
look like dolphins jumping. There is 
also the Kickflip Trick, which involves 
mastering a 360-degree flip along the 
board’s axis with the fingertips, while 
the 360 Flip Trick involves spinning 
the board many times using the kickflip 
technique. Some skillful players 
submitted their kickflipping videos to a 
contest launched by Skate City, a local 
online skate shop, in June last year. 
The winner set a record of making 25 
kickflips within one minute.

Before the contest in Hong Kong, 
players in Europe, where the craze for 
finger skateboarding first arose, launched 
several finger skateboarding contests in 
Switzerland and Germany. Videos of the 
contests can be found on YouTube.

There are two main types of finger 
skateboards: plastic and wooden. 
Beginners can start with plastic boards, 
which range from HK$40 to HK$50. 
Advanced players may consider using 
the more flexible wooden boards, which 
cost around HK$200 to HK$300 and are 
the standard boards used in contests.

For more information about finger 
skateboarding, visit http://easyskateshop.
maifou.net/index.php. Cara Chan  

Enter the phrase “how to 
clean a computer keyboard” 
into an online search 

engine, and you will get detailed, step-
by-step guides ranging from how to 
clean it using canned compressed air to 
removing the keys and bathing them in 
dishwashing detergent. 

If you are so overwhelmed by the 
instructions, that you are on the verge of 
leaving the dusty device to its fate, then 
Varsity suggests you try a different, less 
complicated approach. 

Cyberclean is a neon yellow 
playdough-like cleaning compound 
made to absorb dust from cavities. The 
malleable cleaning “gum” can squeeze 
into cavities and get into places you 
usually cannot reach using traditional 
cleaning materials.

Though  the cleaning gum works 
well with all surfaces, it is ideal for 
electronic gadgets.  It can 
deal with the filthy cavities 
abundant in such devices and 
does not contain any liquid that 
can harm their performance. 
Feel free to try it on remote 
controls, mobile phone 
keyboards and toys. 

You need not rub and wipe 
unceasingly with this cleaning 
gum: simply press it against 
the surfaces you wish to clean, 
then gently pull it back. The 
substance will lift off the 
hidden dirt by picking it up on 
its own surface. 

The cleaning gum, 
unlike common desktop 

vacuum cleaners, will not release the 
dust absorbed when it has exceeded 
its cleaning-absorption capacity. 
However, user Tiffany Ngai Ka-hang 
comments that the cleaning gum’s 
lemon smell sticks to your hands, 
which she and some other users may 
find undesirable.

Besides cleaning cavities, 
Cyberclean claims it disinfects 
and kills germs. Its makers say it 
contains anti-fungal, disinfectant 
and anti-microbial preservative 
chemicals among its ingredients. 

Though the cleaning gum is 
biodegradable and non-toxic, it is not 
washable and therefore non-reusable in 

the long term. Dispose of the dirt stuck 
on the surface by folding the affected 
part inwards to absorb the filthy 
particles. Then you can make use of the 
new clean surface. Producers claim it 
can be used up to 75 times.

After continuous use, it will have 
absorbed much dirt and turned from 
its original bright yellow colour to 
green. Take that as a hint that it needs 
to be replaced. The packaging displays 
a colour scale against which you can 
compare the compound to know if it is 
time for a shopping trip. To maximize 
its lifespan, remember to return the 
gum to its container or package after 

each use to keep it from 
drying out. 

For car owners, 
Cyberclean also offers 
a special version for 
automobiles’ interiors. 
Cyberclean is available at 
major department stores 
such as Jusco, Yata, Sogo, 
Citistore and Toys R Us. 
Lina Leung  
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easy cleaning in three steps: 
(1) pick your surface 
(2) press cyberclean against it 
(3) peel back
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